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CONFIDENTIAL BRIDGETOWN 0148 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: GJ, TD, PFOR, PINT, ELAB, BB 

SUB J : COMMENT ON CCL RATIONALE ON GRENADA 

REF: POS 0189 

SINCE EMBASSY CONSIDERS CCL RATIONALE AS EXPRESSED BY 
CRICHLOW (REFTEL) GIVES LOPSIDED AND INCOMPLETE PICTURE OF 
GRENADA SITUATION, ALTHOUGH HE MAY BELIEVE IT, WE OFFER 
FOLLOWING COMMENT: 

1. OPPOSITION TO GAIRY IS MUCH BROADER THAN NEW JEWEL 
MOVEMENT (NJM). "COMMITTEE OF 22” COMPRISES IMPRESSIVE 
CROSS-SECTION OF GRENADA'S IMPORTANT INTEREST GROUPS, INCLUDING 
MOST MAJOR TRADE UNIONS (E.G. DOCKERS, CLERICAL AND TECHNICAL 
WORKERS, TEACHERS, ETC.), OPPOSITION GRENADA NATIONAL PARTY, 

NJM, CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, CIVIL SERVICE ASSOCIATION, CHURCHES 
AND SERVICE CLUBS, I.E. MOST OF GRENADA'S URBAN AND LOWER 
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COOPERATION IS NECESSARY FOR GOG TO GOVERN EFFECTIVELY. 

2. WHILE TRADE UNION COUNCIL (TUC) LEADERSHIP INCLUDES PRO- 
GOVERNMENT REPRESENTATIVES, IT CANNOT BE SAID TO BE DOMINATED 
BY GAIRY SYMPATHIZERS. AS OF LAST YEAR ITS OFFICERS INCLUDE 
ALBERT ABRAHAMS OF THE TEACHERS' UNION AS PRESIDENT; MARGARET 
ST. LEWIS OF THE TEACHERS AS VICE PRESIDENT; CURTIS STUART. 

PRESIDENT OF TECHNICAL AND ALLIED WORKERS UNION (TAWU), AS 
GENERAL SECRETARY, SIMEON GREEN, SECRETARY OF TAWU, AS 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY, AND GEORGE CHECKLEY (UNION UNKNOWN) 

AS TREASURER. 

3. THE COMMITTEE OF 22 IS MUCH MORE THAN A FRONT FOR NJM, 

AND ITS ACTIONS ARE BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN LARGELY LEGAL 
(E.G. PEACEFUL DEMONSTRATIONS, WORK STOPPAGES, ETC.,) UNTIL 
GOVERNMENT LEGISLATION EFFECTIVE JAN 7 MADE CLOSING OF 
BUSINESSES ILLEGAL. SHUT DOWNS ENGINEERED BY SEAMEN AND 
WATERFRONT WORKERS UNION (SWWU) AND COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL 
WORKERS UNION (CIWU), IN BOTH OF WHICH ERIC PIERRE IS AN 

OFFICER, MAY POSSIBLY BE FINANCED BY WEALTHY WHITE GRENADIAN 
KEN MILNE, WHO FLED TO TAMPA FOLLOWING SEVERE BEATING LAST 
NOVEMBER, BUT ALLEGATION THAT PIERRE IS COMPLETELY UNDER 
MILNE'S CONTROL IS MORE LIKELY A MISINTERPRETATION OF COMMON 
INTEREST BOTH HAVE IN OPPOSING GAIRY. 

4. WHETHER NJM WAS PLANNING TO OVERTHROW GOG BY VIOLENCE IS 
DEBATABLE (WE THINK NOT), BUT IT IS CLEAR THAT GAIRY FORCES 
INITIATED EXCESSES (E.G. NJM BEATINGS NOV 18). GAIRY HELD BACK 
HIS FORCES (I.E. AGREED TO DISBAND POLICE AIDES) BUT ONLY 
AFTER HE WAS FORCED TO DO SO BY WIDE-SPREAD POPULAR REACTION 
(INCLUDING CHURCH GROUPS). NOW ONCE AGAIN GAIRY HAS CALLED 
POLICE AIDES BACK INTO ACTION AS OF JAN 21, WHEN CLASH 
OCCURRED AT OTWAY HOUSE RESULTING IN DEATH OF RUPERT BISHOP. 

IT IS TRUE, HOWEVER, THAT NATURE OF CURRENT CONFLICT IN GRENADA 
IS MORE A POLITICAL THAN A TRADE UNION ISSUE IN STRICT SENSE. 
DONOVAN 
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